Brahmanda Vijaya Sri Shiva Kavacham - Brahma Vaivarta Puranam
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The following is a very rare amulet stuti (Kavacham) of Lord Shiva appearing in
Brahma Vaivarta Puranam, Ganapati Khanda, Chapter 35. This stuti was given to Sage
Narada at his request by Lord Narayana. This stuti appears as part of the narration of Lord
Parashurama’s penance on Lord Shiva seeking boons to fulfill his vow to destroy twenty
one generations of Kshatriyas (Kings). Pleased with his penance Lord Shiva bestowed him
several Astras, Shastras and several rare Mantras and Stotras and Kavachas such as Krishna
Kavacham, Padma Kavacham, Durga Kavacham, Kalika Kavacham, Shiva Kavacham
(current one), etc.

This Kavacham was originally given to Matsya Raja by Sage Durvasa after bestowing
the Shadakshara Mantra (namaH shivAya). Lord Narayana describes the benefit of chanting
this Kavacha with devotion:

e This Kavacha is as per Kanva Shakha of Vedas and is one of the most secretive
and unattainable stutis.

e This Kavacha destroys all sins and death. The person is not defeated by Astra,
Shastra, Water and Fire.

e One attains Siddhi of this Kavacha by chanting it one million times and becomes
Lord Rudra Himself. Without knowing this Kavcham, a person will not attain
Siddhi of Shiva Mantra even if he chants one crore times.

e Even if one performs Ashvamedha Yaga thousand times, Rajasuya Yaga a
hundred times and all other Yajnas, it will not be equivalent to the sixteen Kalas
of this Kavacham.

e The person who chants this kavacham becomes Jivan Mukta, All-Knower
(intellectual) and attains all Siddhis.
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